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Housing
estate
gets
sign off
BY ASHLEIGH TULLIS

THE developers for the
long-vacant
old
Dapto
School site have been given
the green light after they
successfully negotiated the
design of a $100 million development in the Land and
Environment Court.
Murdoch Projects, which
is the joint developer with
Barrington Homes, appealed
Wollongong City Council's
refusal of the development
application for the masterplanned site at Byamee
Street in 2017.
The 'Park Lane' estate will
include 190 homes made up
of 12 townhouses and 178
apartments. The estate will
include open space, a large
fig tree, a road network and
a communal garden for residents. There will also be 31
affordable houses available
to rent.
The developers and council were able to resolve the
design concerns through
Land and Environment
Court negotiations rather
than a court decision.
Murdoch Projects director
Nick Murdoch said he was
pleased to be able to move on
from the "lengthy process".
"We reached an agreement
through the court process,"
he said. "There were a lot of
amendments and changes
and that has meant a better
urban design outcome for
the estate."
The new design will see 12
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townhouses as opposed to
the original 32 proposed but
there are now six apartment
buildings rather than four.
The maximum building
height has also been restricted from six to four storeys.
"Overall the yield of houses remains unchanged," Mr
Murdoch said.
The former Department
of Education site is almost
two hectares and is located
between Dapto Showground
and Dapto Mall.
The site is owned by
the Housing Trust and Mr
Murdoch said a main feature of the development
would be affordable and
mixed housing.
"Dapto has an extreme
lack of housing diversity," Mr
Murdoch said. "We want to
make sure the range of housing available in Dapto adapts
to the changing needs of the
community," he said.
The project will be delivered in stages over five years.

ILLAWARRA SCHOOLS CAREER EXPO: AMSI representative Dr Susan James talking to Illawarra Sports High School
students Skye Yeaman and Elle Timmins at the expo. Picture: Robert Peet

Expo kids told Maths key
to future job prospects
YOUTUBERS and social
media
influencers
are
so yesterday.
Mathematicians and data
scientists are among the top
10 jobs worldwide nowadays.
And,
according
to
Australian
Mathematical
Sciences Institute (AMSI)
representative Dr Susan
James the future is also looking bright for those who are
good at maths.

AMSI were part of the
record 110 exhibitors at
the Illawarra Schools Career Expo on Tuesday and
Wednesday at the Illawarra
Sports Stadium.
The expo's exhibitors assisted Year 9 to 12 students
by helping them discover
what jobs are in demand
now and in the future.
"The key statistic is 75 per
cent of all future jobs are go-

Red Shield Appeal
Illawarra launch
HARRY M Miller Group
chief executive Lauren Miller
spoke of the special relationship between her late father
and the Salvation Army at the
Red Shield Appeal launch in
Wollongong on Wednesday.
The annual lunch organised by the Red Shield
Appeal Business Committee
draws generous support
from the local business community while showcasing the
work of The Salvation Army
and raising awareness for the
May 25 and 26 door knock.
More than 150 business

people present heard how
the funds they raise go to
Illawarra initiatives such as
Carinya Cottage to offer safe
accomodation, counselling
and case management to
women and children escaping violence or at risk of
homelessness. And the First
Floor Program that offers
support groups, counselling
sessions, creative art workshops, and practical information for families impacted
by drugs, alcohol and or
mental health issues.
– GREG ELLIS

ing to be STEM-oriented," Dr
James said.
"We are trying to get kids
to understand that science,
technology and engineering are all underpinned
by maths. So many jobs of
the future need essential
maths skills.
"The global rankings show
that seven of the top 10 jobs
are highly mathematical.
Statistician and data sci-

entist are always up in the
top three."
Leanne Grogan, the CEO
of expo organisers Workplace Learning, agreed technology-driven jobs in the
STEM sector were the way of
the future.
"We don't know what new
jobs there will be in five years
time but they will be technology-driven," she said.
– AGRON LATIFI

BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM
FESTIVAL RETURNS

ANNUAL RED SHIELD APPEAL DOOR KNOCK: Harry M
Miller Group chief executive Lauren Miller at City Beach
Function Centre. Picture: Sylvia Liber.

THE Banff Mountain
Film Festival returns to
Wollongong for another
year, showcasing a curated
selection of seven films
from Canada's famous
nine-day event.
The tour includes films on
a 97-year-old marathon
runner, a mother-daughter
ski touring duo, a rock
climbing 19-year-old and a
Nepali mountain biker.
It's coming to the University of Wollongong UniHall
on May 16.
For ticketing visit: https://
banffaustralia.com.au/
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